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A LEICA l l l  f  w i th  o  
. |35  

mm HEKTOR lens  ond

o un iverso l  focus ing  be l lows wos used fo r

o l l  pho togrophs  conto ined in  th is  book le l .

Except ions  ore  the  i l l us t ro t ions  on  poges 5  ond

17,  wh ich  were  mode w i ih  o  50  mm ELMAR lens .
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@ fWf N EYEPIECE ot  v iewf inder ond ronsef inder poge 
'16

@ vTEWFTNDER wrNDow

@ nnNoEFtNDER wtNDows (rwo)

@ nnNoEFtNDER EYEPIECE ADJUSTMENT pqge l9

@ nrwrNDrNG KNoB poges 27 ond 33

f = Flin f&uA|"i"!iiil"" pose 33@ nrvensrNG LEVER

@ ACCESSORY SHOE for  specio l  v iewf inders etc.  pose 16

ADJUSTABLE FLASH CONTACT SCALE
with red contoct numbers

@ rrnsn PLUG socKET
to connect f losh ottochment coble

You qre now reody to procl ice with the unlooded comero. Con'

t inue  un t i l  you  ore  thorough ly  fomi l io r  w i th  the  ins t ruc t ions  g iven in

the  fo l low ing  poges ond con even opero te  your  LEICA in  the  dork .

pog"  l 7

poge I  8

poge 34

poge 35
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These two poges ind ico te  the
vqr ious  por ts  ond cont ro ls  o f
t h e  L E I C A .  C o m p o r e  t h e  i l l u s -
t ro t ion  on  the  le f t  w i th  your
comero  bu i  do  no t  ye t  opero te
ony  knob,  bu t ton  or  lever .

O wtNDrNG KNoB
odvonces  the  f i lm ond w inds  shut te r in  one opero t ion  poge 4

@ nuroMATlc Exposu RE cou NTER pose 4 i

@ snurTER RELEAsE

@ rrrn TYPE tNDtcAToR

@ rnsr  sHUTTER.sPEED DIAL l
fo r  speeds f rom r lx  sec .  to  l / rooo sec .  ond "Bu lb"  poge 6  i

@ sLow sH uTTER-sPEED DIAL
fo r  speeds t rom l l zs  sec .  to  I  sec .  ond "T ime"  poge 7

@ r n ls DtApH RAGM ADJ u sTM E NT . poe" I 1

@ rocustNc LEVER wtTH tNFtNtTy cATcH pose 12

@ otsuNcE scALE

'  poge 4

poge 5  ;

t,

pose 1 2

poge  15

.
;,;.*1...;

@ ornrs oF FIELD scALE
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Sef reve rsing lever
lo A (= odvonce)

Affer looding with fi lm 3380o
sef exposure counler lo 0

O ruRN wrNDrNG KNoB
i n  the  d i rec t ion  ind ico ted  by  the  or row unt i l  i t
comes to  g  s top .  Th is .  opero t ion  s imu l toneous ly
winds the shut ter  ond odvonces the f i lm for  the next
exposure.  Double exposures ore thus prevented.

O rHE EXposuRE couNTER
outomot icol ly  registers the number of  exposures
mode., provided i-t  wos set to 0 when the new f i lm
wos inser ted .  Note :  the  d io l  moy be  tu rned in
on ont i -c lockwise d i rect ion,  independent ly  of  the
kno b .

O SHUTTER RELEASE

R o u f i n e  P r q c f i c e :
Set  exposure  counfer  to  O,  w ind

; : f, " ;" l;3' ?.,13 l " 3f ,i',! Zt'"?i!;
While fhe shutter is oper-
of ing the moin speed diol
revolves. Avoid touchino it
when pressing the but ion.  
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O rHE FILM TYPE tNDtcAToR

on the  w ind ing  knob is  se t  to  the  type  ond

speed of  f i lm used ond o new odiustment

mode whenever the comero is  looded wi th

di f ferent  negot ive moter io l .  F i lm speeds ore

shown in ASA qnd Weston Exposure Index

Numbers .

To set  the f i lm type indicotor ,  l i f t  the mi l led

edge o f  the  w ind ing  knob.  For  b lock-ond-

white fi lm turn it in the direction of the engroved orrow ond lel it drop inlo ploce

ot the correct seiting. The lettering wil l then be in white on block. For colour fi lm lift

the milled edge ond turn os for os required ogoinst the direction of fhe orrow. The

letters ASA ond Wesion ore lhen in white on red, which shows thot the comero is

looded with colour fi lm. The speed figure itself is olwoys white on block.

The w ind ing  knob is  o lso  ovo i lob le  w i th  o  f i lm type ind ico lo r  fo r  DIN ond ASA speed vo lues '
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SETTI  NG THE SPEED DIALS O FAST SHUTTER.SPEED DIAL
The engrqved f igures  ore  the  denominotors

o f  the  f  rqc t ions  o f  o  seccnd they  represent ,

e .  g .  50  ind ico fes  l / so  sec . ,  lC00 s ign i f ies

l / rooo sec .  ond so  on .  The speed is  se t  o f te r

w i n d i n g  t h e  s h u t t e r  b y  r o i s i n g  t h e  d i q l

o n d  t u r n i n g  i t  u n t i l  t h e  d e s i r e d  f i g u r e

f o l l s  o p p c s i t e  t h e  o r r o w .  l t  i s  t h e n  o l l o w -

ed to  spr ing  bock  in to  i t s  seo t ing .  When

s e t  t o  " B "  ( b u l b  o r  b r i e f  t i m e )  t h e  s h u t t e r

remoins  open os  long os  pressure  on  the

r e l e q s e  b u t t o n  i s  m o i n t o i n e d .  W h e n  t h e

shut te r  i s  rewound the  d io l  re tu rns  to

the  pos i t ion  occup ied  be fore  re leose.  The

d iq l  need no t ,  there fore ,  be  od ius ted

un less  o  d i f fe ren t  speed is  requ i red .

When exposures  longer  thon l / zs  sec .  o re

requ i red  the  s low shut te r -speed d io l  i s

brought  in to  p lqy  os  ind ico ted  over leo f .

6

T h e  o l d  f o s h i o n e d  i n v i t o -
t ion  by  the  por t ro i t  photo-
g ropher to "wotch the
b i r d i e "  h o s  g i v e n  p l o c e
to  the  qu ie t  c l i ck  o f  the
LEICA shut te r .

M o d e r n  l e n s e s  o n d  e m u l -
s ions  hove reduced ex-
posu re  t imes f rom minutes
to  f roc t ions  o f  o  second.

T h e  L E I C A  M o d e l  l l l f  h o s
t w o  s h u t t e r  s p e e d  d i o l s :
t h e  m o i n  d i o l  o n  t h e  t o p
o n d  t h e  s l o w s p e e d  d i o l  o n
the  f ron t  o f  the  comerq .

After windino shuf-
ler, l i fr mdin- speed
diol ,  turn i t  unt i l  lhe
desired speed is op-
posile the orrow crnd
ollow lhe diol lo
drop info i ts cofch.
Af l / rooo sec. fhe diol
wi l l  nol  drop bock
gui fe so deeply.

butkusmi
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,MPORTANI  RUI .E :
For exposures of  l lzs sec.  ond fosler lhe
shuffer-speed diol  on the top of  the
comerq is sel  fo the desired speed, bul
lhe s low-speed diol  must be f i rst  set  fo
red f igure 25. fo moke exposures longer
fhqn l /zs sec ,  f i rst  set  fhe top diol  lo
red  mark  25-1 .  Thus ,  when work ing  q l
1l2s sec. ,  both diols ore set  qt  red f igures.

@ SLOW SHUTTER-SPEED DIAL

Before set t ing th is  d io l  the top d io l  of
the  LEICA l l l  f  must  be  se t  to  the  red
index 25-1 . This is mosf importonf. The
f igures on the s low-speed dio l  con be
reod f rom obove ond provide for  ex-
p o s u r e s  o f  1 / z s , 1 l t u , ' l t o , ' l s , ' / z  o n d  1  s e c . ,
ond  "T ime" .

This ronge olso covers speeds interme-
diote between those mqrked;  thus,  set
hol f -woy between 1 l ,  ond 1 sec. ,  the
shut ter  y ie lds o n exposure of  3 l r  sec.
In te rmed io te  speeds o  re  no t  poss ib le  in
the  fqs te r  exposure  ronge.  When fhe
slow-speed dio l  is  set  to "T" ,  the shut ter
opens on  be ing  re leosed ond remoins
open u nt i l  the s!ow-speed dio I  is  turned
bqck o l i t t le .  A sofe ly cotch reto ins the
slow-speed d io I  of  the "25" posi t ion.
Th is  co tch  is  re leosed by  the  thumb-no i l ,
os  shown on the  nex t  poge,  when s lower
speeds ore  requ i red .
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SETTI  NG SHUTTER SPEEDS -  Sumf f ioer :

Shor t  Ins tqn tqneous Exposures  :
f rom l lzs to l / rooo sec.
l .  Se t  s low-speed d io l  to  25 .
2.  Wind shui ter ,  l i f t  fost-speed
d i o l  o n d  t u r n  t o  o p p r o p r i o t e
se t t ing .

S low lns tqn toneous Exposures  :
t /zs sec.  to I  sec.
l .  W i n d  s h u t t e r  o n d  s e t  t o p
s p e e d  d i o l  t o  2 5 - 1  |
2 .  S e t  s l o w - s p e e d  d i o l .

B r i e f  T i m e  ( B u l b )  E x p o s u r e s :
l .  Se t  s low-speed d iq l  to  25 .
2 .  W i n d  s h u t t e r  q n d  s e t
top  d io l  to  B .  The shut te r
w i l l  r e m o i n  o p e n  s o
long qs  pressure  is
m o i n t o i n e d  o n  t h e
re leose.

T i m e  E x p o s u r e s :
l .  W i n d  s h u t t e r  q n d  s e t
t o p  s p e e d  d i o l  t o  2 5  - 1 .
2 .  Set  s low-speed d io l
t o T
T h e  s h u l t e r o p e n s  w h e n
pressure  is  opp l ied  to
fhe  re leose bu t ton  ond remoins
o p e n  u n t i l  t h e  s l o w - s p e e d  d i o l
i s  t u r n e d  s l i g h t l y  b q c k .

fo releose slow-speed diol ,
press spring cofch lowords
lhe  comerd  w i lh  lhe  lhumb-
no i l  os  shown.



TH E STAN DARD LE N S OF TH E LE ICA

pu rposes.
The SUMMITAR f l2 is of the some focol length

Both ELMAR ond SUMMITAR ore f i t ted with
col lopsib le mounts,  the borre l  s l id ing in to the
co mero body when not  in  use.  The lens is
drown out  ond locked in posi t ion by o s l ight
clockwise tu rn, o nd retu rned to its collo psed
posit ion by reversing the movements.

Rout ine Prqct ice z 1.  Drqw ouf !  lock!
2. Unlock! Push bock!

A bluish sheen chorocfer ises lhe "coofed" or
"bloomed" LEICA lenses. Ihe coot ing,  by
reducing surfoce ref lecf ion,  minimises loss of
Iight ond morkedly improves fhe bril l ionce
ond confrosf  of  the picture.

www.orphancameras.com



CHANGING LENSES l e v e r  ( 8 )  i s  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f
lhe  v iewf inder  w indow ( . |2 ) .
E n g o g e  t h e  t h r e q d s  b y  o  s l i g h t
on t i -c lockwise  tu rn  ond screw
h o m e  b y  t u r n i n g  t h e  l e n s
m o u n t  i n  o  c l o c k w i s e  d i r e c t i o n .
T h e  l e n s  t u b e s h o u l d  b e d r o w n
forword  ond locked be fore  the
lens  is  f i t ted  to  the  comero .

When fhe lens is detoched
fhe shuf ler  is  v is ib le.  l t  is
mode o f  o  spec io l  rubber ised
cloth,  unoffecled by femper-
olure, while ifs f lexibil i ty
ensures  smoo lh  runn ing .  Be-
Iow the upper r im of  lhe
f longe open ing  w i l l  be  seen
lhe lever which couples fhe
focus ing  od jus tment  ond lhe
rongef inder.  l t  is  ocfuoled by
o hel ix on fhe lens borrel .

Ru le :  Do no l  chqnge lenses
in direct  l ight .  Turn qwoy

from lhe sun ond work in
the shqdow of the body.
When corry ing exlrq lenses,
f i t  o dust cover lo protect the
prec is ion  coup l ing  moun l .
A lso  pu t  o  lens  cop over
the  f ron t  componen l .

l 0

Al l  LEICA lenses  ore  in te rchongeob le  ond w i l l  f i t  ony  LEICA
comero  (except  very  eor ly  mode ls ) .  To  chonge o  lens  ho ld  the
comero  hor izon to l l y ,  lens  po in t ing  upwords ,  in  the  le f t  hond,
ond w i th  the  r igh t  hond grosp the  lens  c lose  to  the  comero
body ond unscrew i t  by turn ing ont i -c lockwise.
To f i t  the  o l te rno t ive  lens ,  ho ld  the  cqmero  qs  descr ibed ond present  the  lens
t o  t h e  f l o n g e  i n  s u c h  o  w o y  l h o t ,  i n  t h e  c o s e  o f  3 5  o r 5 0  m m  l e n s e s ,  l h e  f o c u s i n g



O IRIS DIAPHRAGM ADJUSTMENT

The numer icol  volue of  the stop is  s toted e i ther  os o rot io,
thus  l :3 .5  o r  commonly  f /3 .5 .  A  lens  o f  th is  vo lue  hos  o
foco l  leng th  th ree  ond.o  ho l f  t imes gs .  lo rge  qs  the  d io -
meter  o f - the  pup i l .  Theore t ico l l y ,  o l l  lenses  hov ing  the
some f -  numbbr  poss  the  some omount  o f  l igh t  fo r  the
pu rpose of exposu re.

I t  is  customory to groduote the operture scole on photo-
groph ic  lense i  so  tho t  the  vo lues  vory  in  o  2 : l  ro t io .  Thus ,
i to f ip ing  down one d iv is ion  demonds o  doub l ing  o f  ex-
poiure [ ime,  other  condi t ions being equol .

The fo l lowing toble shows the re lot ion between oper lure
vo lue  ond exposure  t i IT l€ :

L E I C A  l e n s e s  E L M A R  5 0  m m .  h o v e
the  oper tu re  scq le  eng roved on
t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l e n s  m o u n t .  T h e  i r i s
i s  o p e n e d  o n d  c l o s e d  b y  o d i u s t -
m e n t  o f  o  s m o l l  l e v e r  e n g r o v e d
w i t h  o n  i n d e x  l i n e .  O n  q l l  o t h e r
L E l C A l e n s e s  l h e  d i o p h r o g m  i s  c o n -
t r o l l e d  b y  m e o n s  o f  o  m i l l e d  r i n g .

Lens opertu re :
Re lo t i ve
e x p o s u r e  t i m e :

1 .4  1  .5  2  2 .8  (3 .5 )  4  5 .6  I  11  16  22

(3) 16  32

l l

0 .5 61 128
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LENS APERTURE
ond
EXPOSURE T IME

E x o m p l e :

Assuming on  exposure  t ime o f
l / roo sec. is correct  for  o d io-
phrogm set t ing  o f  f /5 .6 ,  the  ex-
p o s u r e  t i m e  m u s t  b e  d o u b l e d ,
i .  e .  inc reosed to  l / so  sec . ,  i f  the
d iophrogm is  s topped down to
f /8 ,  o ther  cond i t ions  be ing  equo l .
On the  o ther  hond,  i f  the  s top
were opened up to f l4,  only hol f
o f  the  exposure  o t  t15 .6  wou ld
be needed,  v iz .  l l zoo  sec .  S l igh t
d i f fe rences  in  the  exposure  t imes
u s e d ,  e s p e c i o l l y  s o m e w h o t  l o n g e r
t i m e s ,  o r e  o f  n o  s i g n i f i o n c e  i n
proc t ice  ond ore  covered by  the
lq t i tude o f  modern  f i lms .  For  bes t
resu l ts  in  photogrophy ,  o f  course ,
cor rec t  exposure  t imes shou ld
o lwoys  be  o imed o t .

O FocusrNc THE LENS
Al l  LEICA lenses hoving o focusing lever
ore outomot icol ly  locked ot  the inf in i ty
( -  )  posi t ion.  To re leose the lever  for
focusing on neorer  subiects press the
knob of  the end of  the lever .

D O N ' I  F O R G E I :
EIMAR 50 mm.  ond SUM Ml l . ,AR 50 mm.
lenses hove col lopsible mounts.  fhe lens
borrel  musl  be drown out ond locked
before focusing. (See page 9.)

O DTsTANcE scALE
Normol ly ,  octuol  d is tonces do not  in ter-
est  LEICA photogrophers os focusing is
effected by the rongefinder. The distonce
scole,  fherefore,  is  of  importonce only
when referr ing to the depth of  f ie ld
sco le  descr ibed on  poge 15 .

12



GENERAL RULES FOR STOPPING DOWN

l .  Obiects  most  shorp ly  def ined ore those ot  fhe

distonce ot which the lens is focused. Therefore, ol-

woys focus coreful ly on the centre of interest of the

subiect.

2 .  Snopshofs :  Stop down to  f15.6  ond focus on pr in-

c ipo l  ob iect .The depth o f  f ie ld  wi l lusuol ly  be suf f ic ient .

3. Long distonce views without foreground interest:

Set lens to inf ini ty ond stop down fo f 15.6 or f /8.

4 .  Londscopeswi th  foreground:  Stop down so thot

the depth o f  f ie ld  sco le  ind icotes o  ronge extending

from the foreground distonce to inf ini ty.

5 .  Por t ro i ts :  Use fu l l  lens oper ture ond focus occu-

rotely on the eyes. The sit ter should be shorply de-

f ined ond the bockground subdued by be ing d i f fused.

fhe Second lndex l ine
morked R on disfonce scole
is used for infra-red-phofo-
grophy. First focus accurolely
on  fhe  ob jec f  in  lhe  usuo l
way, lhen odjust the lens
mount unti l  index l ine R re-
gislers wifh the dislonce in-
dicoted by the rongefinder
sel l ing. Exceplions: When
working wilh wide-ongle len-
ses, no speciol odiuslmenl
is reguired.

t 3
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@ DEPTH oF FrELD scALE

An obiect  is  most  shorp lv  def ined in  o  photoorooh when
i t  l ies  c i t  the d is tonce on 'which the lens is  focusei l .  Def in i t ion
would groduol ly  deter ioro te  i f  the ob iect  were movei
neorer  the comero unt i l  o  po in twould  be reoched when de-
f in i t ion would be qu i te  unsot is foctory .  S imi lor ly ,  def in i t ion
would deter ioro te ,  q l though not  so rop id ly ,  i f  the ob iect
were moved owoy from the comero. The distonce between
lhe neorest  p lone ond ihe fur thest  p lone of  which ob iects
ore suff iciently shorply defined is known os the "depth of
f ie ld"  (o f ten er roneous ly  co l led "depth o f  focus") .  l t  vor ies
wi th  the d is tonce focused upon ond the oper ture o f  the
lens.  The neorer  the pr inc ipo l  ob iect  ond ihe loroer  the
stop of  the lens the shbl low6r  the c jepth o f  f ie ld  ond ' there-
fore the more cri t icol must focusing be.

A sco le  on LEICA lens mounts  enobles the depth o f  f ie ld
to be reod ot eoch operture ond eoch distonce sdtt ing down
to 3.5 feei.  Obiects of distonces between those indici i ted on
the sco le  wi l l  be suf f ic ient ly  shorp ly  def ined.

Exompfe z With o slondord focol length of 50 mm., when
lhe disfonce scole is set ot 25 feel ond ,he lens aperlure
al f13.5, the depth of f ield exfends from 20 feef lo 4O feet.
Wilh the lens sfopped down lo f15.6 i t  wi l l  extend from
16 feet fo obouf 60 feet. At f l l t  ol l  obiecfs beyond 12 feet
will be in focus.

tl il
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V l  EWFI  NDER ond  RANGEFINDER:

O rwrN EYEPTEcE
This co r r ies the eyepieces of  both v iewf i  nder
ond rongef inder  so  tho t  on ly  o  s l igh t  movement
o f  the  heod is  necessory  when chong ing  f rom
one to the other .

Correc t ion  lenses  cqn be  f i t ted  to  the  tw in  eyep iece ,

enob l ing  users  w i th  de fec t ive  eyes igh t  to  opero te  fhe

L E I C A  w i t h o u t  g l o s s e s .  S u c h  l e n s e s  o r e  m o d e  t o  f  h e  u s e r ' s

o p t i c i o n ' s  p r e s c r i p t i o n .

@ vTEWFTNDER
The bu i l t - in  v iewf inder  ind ico tes  the  v iew em-
broced by the stondord 50 mm. lenses.  When
lenses of  other  focol  lengths ore in use,  the

universol  v iewf inder,  which f i ts  in to the occes-
sory shoe (17) ,  must  be brought  in to use.

Ploce fhe eye

Core  shou ld

lhrough the

Y'EWF'NDER

close to fhe twin eyepiece.

be foken fo look squorely

cenlre of  eoch eyepiece.

The v iewf inder  o f  the  LEICA l f  i s  de tochob le  s ince  th is  comerq  o f ten  serves

s p e c i o l  p u r p o s e s ,  i . e .  s c i e n t i f i c  p h o t o g r o p h y ,  w h e r e  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  o f  o b s e r -

vq t ion  ore  qdvontogeous (mic ro-o t tochment ,  re f lex  hous ing  e tc . ) .

t 6



@ TH E vrEWFrN DER
o f  t h e  L E I C A  l f  i s  o f
the ref lect ing type ond
co n be used to g ood
odvontoge on  mode ls
l l f  o n d  l l l  f .

As the  f ie ld  covered by
5 0  m m  l e n s e s  i s  s h o w n  i n
i ts  no turo l  s ize  th is  re -
f l e c t i n g  f i n d e r  o l l o w s  f  h e
use of  both eyes, the
b r i l l i o n t  f i e l d  f r o m e  o p -
p e o r i n g  i n  t h e  o b s e r v e r ' s
u n i m p o i r e d  n o t u r o l  f i e l d

1 7

of  v iew w i thout  the  r i sk
o f  eyes t ro  in .
A  d o t t e d  l i n e  o l o n g  t h e
u p p e r  e d g e  e n o b l e s  o n e
t o  m o k e  o d e q u o t e  o l l o w -
o n c e  f o r  p o r o l l q x  i n  t h e
c o s e  o f  c l o s e - u p s  ( d i s t o n -
ces  less  thon l0  fee t ) .
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@ couPLED RANGEFTNDER

In  min io tu re  pho-
tog ro phy occu-
rote focusing is
essent io l  for  per-
fect defi  nit ion
ond  sho rp  en -
lorgements.

Fo rmerv i suo lex -
om ino t i on  unde r

the b lock c loth is  now reploced by
the  movement  o f  o  s ing le  f inger .

The rongef inder
coup led  w i th  the
LE ICA l ens  meo-
sures  f  hed is tonce
ond  o f  t he  some
t ime focuses the
lens  occuro te ly
on tho t  d is tonce.

fho t  ob iec t .  A l l  in te rchongeob le  LEICA lenses
up to  13 .5  cm.  foco l  leng th  o re  ou tomot ico l l y
coup led  w i th  the  rongef inder  when screwed
into the comero body.
O n l y  L E I C A  l f  d i f f e r s  i n  t h o t  i t  h q s  o n  o t t q c h q b l e  r o n g e -
f i n d e r  w i t h o u t  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  c o u p l i n g  l e n s e s  ( A  c o n v e r s i o n
i n t o  m o d e l s  l l f  o r  l l l f  i s  p o s s i b l e ) .

t 8
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How the Coupled
Rongefinder Works:

As the lens is focused, lhe bockword ond
forword movemenl is communicoted by
o lever lo lhe rongefinder, lhe precision
of which resembles |hot of o high-grode
microscope.

ADJ U STMENT
OF RANGEFI N DER TELESCOPE

The occurocy of  the LEICA rongef inder
is  ougmented by o  bu i l t - in  te lescope
hov ing o mogni f icot ion o f  1 .5 .  By meons
of  the smol l  lever  (14)  i t  moy be fo-
cused on d is tont  ob iects .  l t  w i l l  o lso
compensofe for sl ight eyesight defects
(between -2  ond +. | .5  d iopt res) .
fo demonslrofe lhe operol ion of lhe rangefinder:
S igh t ,  th rough the  rongef inder ,  on  ob iec t  obout
l2  to  l5  fee t  owoy,  the  lens  be ing  se t  to  " in f in i t y " .
Cover  the  le f t  hond rongef inder  w indow wi th  the
midd le  f inger  o f  the  le f t  hond.  Look  cent ro l l y
in to  the  rongef inder  eyep iece .  The ob iec t  w i l l  be
seen in  o  smol l  c i rcu lo r  f ie ld .  Ad ius t  lever  (14)
un t i l  the  greo tes t  poss ib le  shorpness  is  ob to ined.
When the  f inger  i s  removed f rom the  w indow o
doub le  imoge o f  the  ob iec t  w i l l  be  seen in  o

lo rger  c i rcu lo r  f ie ld .  Ad ius t  the  lens  by  lever
(8 )  un t i l  the  two imoges co inc ide .  The lens  is  then
occuro te ly  focused on  the  se lec ted  ob iec t .  Un less
the  smol l  f ie ld  oppeors  exoc t ly  in  the  cent re  o f
the  lo rger ,  the  l ine  o f  s igh t  i s  s idewoys  ond in -
cor rec t .  Beor ing  th is  in  mind  w i l l  qu ick ly  enob le
the  LEICA user  to  focus  rop id ly  ond occuro te ly .

When work ing  o t  shor t  d is tonces  i t  i s  odv isob le
to  focus  the  lens  by  sco le  on  lhe  oppropr io te
d is tonce qnd cor rec t  s l igh i  d i f fe rence by  op-
pr .ooch ing  or  reced ing  f rom the  sub iec t  un t i l  the
rongef inder  imoges merge,

To enhonce the  co lour  d i f fe ren t io t ion  o f  the
rongef inder  imoges o  smol l  o ronge f i l te r  in
mount con be f i t ted to the left  window (13).

;:,. . .,. ;,,. til,r., .,.,u,1;lmr**#;iiitl;Sjiii#,u**i;,&.ti$inu;nf r..
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H O L D I N G  t h e  L E I C A :

# l t r
i+ ii6t*

#

Gr ip  the  LEICA wi th  the  r igh t  hond
so thq t  the  rounded end o f  the  bose-
p lo te  res ts  in  the  po lm.  The index
f inger  shou ld  res t  l igh t ly  on  the  shut -
ter- re leose but ton.  l t  is  importont
tho t  the  comero  is  cupped in  the  bose
of  the  po lm counteroc t ing  the  pres-
su re of  the f inger on the re leose.  The
other  end o f  the  comerq  is  g r ipped
in  the  le f t  hond,  w i th  the  index  f inger
on the  focus ing  lever .  Ho ld  the  co-
mero  s teod i l y  ogo ins t  the  heqd w i th
the  tw in  eyep iece  immed io te l y  i n
f ront  of  the eye.  Press lhe e lbows to
the  ches t  qnd s tond w i th  the  fee t  we l l
seporo ted .

Press lhe re leose but ton gent ly  but
f i rm ly ,  tok ing  core  no t  to  ie rk .  App ly
pressure wi th the foref inger only
ond  mo in to in  p ressu re  un t i l t he  shu t -
te r  hos  comple ted  i t s  run .

20



THE WRONG WAY:

The comero  is  no t  he ld  f i rm ly  ond
moy give woy to the pressure on the
releose but ton when not  cupped in
the  bose o f  the  po lm.  The resu l t  w l l l
o lmost  cer to in ly  be  o  b lu r red  p ic tu re .
In  odd i t ion  to  the  method o f  ho ld ing
the LEICA descr ibed on poge 20,  ex-
per ienced users hold thei r  breoth ot
the moment of  re leose.

Some enthusiosts boost  thot  they ore
oble to hold the comero steody for
o whole second.  However,  i t  is  o l -
woys sofer  to set  the comero on o
f i rm support  when using exposure
t imes o f  the  s low speed d io l ,  i .  e .
sh u t ter  speeds between 1 |  zs o nd
I  second.

21

www.orphancameras.com



VE RTICAL PI CTU R E S :

Gr ip  the  LEICA wi th  the  r igh t  hond
with the thumb on the re leose but ton
ond the f ingers exert ing counter  pres-
sure .  The upper  end o f  the  comero
is  g rosped w i th  the  le f t  hond,  one
f inger of  which operotes the focusing
lever.  The top of  the comero should
rest  ogoinst  the foreheod.  Thus held,
the  comero  con be  opero ted  w i thout
i e r k i ng .

Slow-speed, hond-held snopshols
ore not ditricult . . .

22



THE SECOND METHOD

of  tok ing  ver t i co l  p ic tu res ,  popu lor
when chong ing  f rom hor izon to l  to
ver t i co l  pos i t ion  or  v ice  verso .

Gr ip  the  LEICA os  descr ibed on  poge
20, then tu rn to the vert icol posit ion.

i f  i ngenu i ty  i s  co l led  upon.

www.orphancameras.com
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Remove LENS CAP. Wi thdrqw LENS ond Iock  i t  by
turn ing c lockwise to  the s top.

gen t l y
24

FOCUS lens  by  meons o f  the  rongef inder .
Move eye bock to v iewf inder ond .  .  .

press RELEASE BUTTON.
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Turn  WINDING KNOB to  the  s top . Ad iust LE NS APE RTU RE.

E
$$* i.ult

I

COMPOSE PICTURE in
Approoch  sub iec t  os  c l ose l y  os
t o i n  t h e  l o r g e s t  p o s s i b l e  i m o g e

viewfi  nder.
poss ib l e  t o  ob -
o f  t he  su  b iec t .

Set  SHUTTER SPEED DIAL.
25
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FI  LM CARTRIDGES, SPOOLS, CASSETTES

The pr inc ipo l  mqnufoc turers  supp ly  35  mm.  per fo ro ted
f i lm os used in the LEICA in vor ious degrees of  sensi -
t i v i t y  e tc .  ond issue the  fo l low ing :

1.  Doy l igh t  lood ing  Cor t r idges  wh ich  ore  s imp ly  inser ted  in  the
c o m e r q  i n  d o y l i g h t  i n  t h e  s o m e  w o y  o s  L E I C A  f i l m  c q s s e t t e s .
T h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l o q d e d  q  s e c o n d  t i m e .

2 .  Doy l igh t  lood ing  Spoo ls  wh ich  cons is t  o f  o  s tondqrd  length
o f  f i l m  w i t h  o p q q u e  p o p e r  l e q d e r s  o n d  w o u n d  o n  q  c e n t r e  s p o o l .
D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  u s e  o r e  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  s p o o l s .

3 .  Dorkroom lood ing  Spoo ls  wh ich  conto in  reody- t r immed lengths
of  f i lm wh ich  requ i re  to  be  loqded in to  the  LEICA cosset te  in
the  dork - room.

4 .  Bu lk  Supp ly .  Th is  i s  ovo i lqb le  in  lengths  o f  5 ,  
. |0 ,  

l5  met res
ond upwords .  In  the  dork room the  requ i red  length  is  cu t  o f f ,
looded in to  the  LEICA cqsset te  ond t r immed (see poge 30 t .
The LEICA f i lm cosset te  ho lds  

. | .6  
m.  (opprox .  51 l t  fee t )  o f  f i lm,

su f f i c ien t  fo r  36  exposures .

The Ever -Reody Cqse:
Ihe IEICA is best kept ond corr ied in the
ever-reody cose. fo remove fhe LEICA
from lhe cose, loosen the boftom screw.

Cqut ion z When using o new cose ond
when toking vert icol  p ic lures core should
be lqken thof the hinged por l ion does
no l  sw ing  in  f ron t  o f  fhe  lens .

26



L O A D I N G  t h e  L E I C A

The foc t  tho t  exposures  qs  shor t  os  t /soo

or  r / looo  sec .  con  produce success fu l  p ic -
tu res is  suf f ic ient  indicot ion of  how min-
u te  on  omount  o f  l igh t  moy o f fec t  o  f i lm.
LEICA cosset tes  ond doy l igh t  lood ing
cort r idges o re l ight- t ight  but  even so,
they should never be exposed to d i rect
sun l igh t .  A lwoys  lood ond un loqd the
comero  in  the  shodow o f  the  body  in
the  obsence o f  o ther  l ig  h t  p ro tec t ion .

Before  open ing  the  LEICA moke sure
thot  the f i lm hqs been rewound into i ts
cosset te .  l f  there  is  ony  doubt  obout  the
comero  be ing  looded,  pu l l  ou t  the  re -
w ind ing  knob  ( . | 5 )  ond  t u rn  i t  i n  t he  d i r ec -
t ion of  the orrow. l f  res is tonce is  fe l t  the
comero  i s  l ooded  ond  t he  f i lm  shou ld
be wound bock into the f i lm cosset te.

27
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TO IOAD THE LEICA:

l .  Before insert ing o new f i lm cossette,
set reversing lever ( . |6) to A (Advonce).
Wind ond re leose the shut ter  to  moke
sure thot  i t  is  in  order .  Wind the shut ter
ogoin but  do not  re leose i t .

2 .  Open the comero by ro is ing the
lock ing  hond le  on  the  bosep lo te  qnd

turn ing to  "OPEN" qnd l i f t  the bqseplote.
(Some models  ore morked "AUF" (open)
ond t t / l ) "  (c lose) . )

3. Remove the toke-up spool f rom the
comero .

4.  P loce the LEICA on the to  b le  os
shown in  the i l lust rot ion. I

3393

TAKE.UP SPOOI.

28
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TOADING THE TEICA

5.  Hold the tqke-up spool  in  the le f t  hond

ond the looded f i lm cossette in the r ight.

Both knur led heods should point  down-

words (see i l lustrot ion).  Insert  t r immed

end o f  the  f i lm under  the  c lomping  spr ing

of  the toke-up spool  os for  os i t  w i l l  go.

The perforqted edge of the f i lm should

obut  the spool  f longe.

6.  Drow the t r immed leoder  s t r ip  f rom

the f i lm cossette slot unti l  two (but no

more) perforot ions on the tr immed edge

of  f  he f i lm o re v is ib le .  (See i l lust rot ion

poge 30)  The curved mork on the outer

shel l  of  the LEICA cossette indicotes the

correct posi t ion of  the f i lm.

r r t l l  t  I  I  I  I  l r f  r t  t  I  l 3  l t  E  ! l l

I
>l

I
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7.  In t roduce f  he toke-up spool  ond f i lm cqsset te  in to
comero  s imu l toneous ly ,  knur led  heods po in t ing  up-
words .  The t r i  mmed f i lm w i l l  then  en ter  the  s lo t  o long
the bock of  the comero.  l f  the cossel te  wi l l  not  drop
r igh t  down,  tu rn  the  rewind ing  knob (15)  s l igh t ly .

TOADING THE TEICA

fhe sofely spring of the stond-
srd LEICA f i lm cosseffe should
olways l ie  in  fh is  corner.

With properly tr immed f i lm no
mo re |hon two pe rf  orol ions
should be v is ib le on th e t r immed
edge.

Check the path of fhe f i lm by
th is d iog rom, fhe em uls io n s ide
musf  fqce fhe lens.

30



TOADING
THE TEICA

8.  Hook the boseplote over  the p in,  c lose i t  ond turn the lock ing hondle to  "CLOSE"
(or  ZU).  The comero is  now l ight - t ight .

3r
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IOADING THE TEICA

9.  Turn the rewind knob (15)
corefu l ly  in  d i rect ion ind icoted
by the or row unt i l  o  s l ight
resistqnce is felt .  This wil l
t ighten the leoder str ip. Press
the re leose but ton (3)  ond turn
w ind ing  knob  once  ogo in .

lO.  Turn exposure counter  (2)
onticlockwise to 0, releose
shut ter  ond ogoin  turn  the
w ind ing  knob .  Wh i l e  t he  w ind -
ing knob rototes clockwise,
the rewind knob should  turn
in  the oppos i te  d i rect ion to
the orrow, viz. onticlockwise.
This  wi l l  ind icote  ihot  the f i lm
is  t rove l l ing proper ly .  The ex-
posure counter  wi l l  now be
poin t ing to  I  ond the LEICA
is reody for use.

If  thefi lmhos nof been correctlyinserfed. .

i t  moy d isengoge f rom the toke-up spool
ond wi l l  not  odvonce.  Th is  fou l t  w i l l  be re-

cognized by the rewind knob fo i l ing to
ro to te  whi le  the wind ing knob is  be ing turn-

ed. The f i lm must be re-inserted: f i rst set
reversing lever (16) to R, then turn rewind
knob (15)  in  ihe d i rect ion o f  the or row,

only so long os fhe releose buffon con-
f inues lo rofofe. When the lotter ceoses to

rotote the f i lm wil l  hove possed the releose
shof t  ond on ly  o  very  shor t  length wi l l  be
protruding from the mouth of the cosselte.
Should  the end of  the f i lm be drown in to
the cossette i t  wi l l  be necessory to go into
o dorkroom to  wi thdrow the leoder .
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